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Match Report : Wales v Sealand (Principality Derby) : 16th Nov 2025

On Sunday 16th November Oxford was the host court for the 2025 Wales v Sealand (Principality Derby). The initial rubber featuring Richard Ramjane (Sealand) v Tim Edwards (Wales) was a high-quality encounter with the former taking the decisive 9th game to win the match 5-4. In fact, the next three singles rubbers Nottingham (Wales) v Dawson (Sealand), Lewis (Wales) v Ard (Sealand) and Watkins (Wales) v Moreton (Sealand) were to continue in this hard fought, entertaining vein. The scoreboard reflecting the 'nip and tuck' nature of the contest : Wales 2, Sealand 2. The 'Dedans crowd' were also becoming appreciative of the innovative shot selection and 'on court drama'.
The 5th rubber was the first Doubles match of the day which saw  the Sealand pair of Ramjane/Moreton in decisive form (3-2 Sealand). In reply Ed Nottingham duly showed his 'handicap value' however gaining victory for Wales over the 'hard hitting and tricky serving' Ard (3-3). Ramjane was to continue his fine form winning the next singles versus Peter Lewis but again the Welsh reply was positive with Jenny Jones beating Phil Moreton. One of the tennis highlights of the day was Jenny laying a fine <1 chase late in the final game. Level pegging again (4-4)!
Danny Dawson (Sealand) then managed to sneak a win against Tim Edwards. Tim was unlucky and played many 'classy' shots (5-4 Sealand). At this point with 3 rubbers remaining the Sealand camp were in a strong position, but Wales did not lie down. Giles Watkins and Peter Lewis played very well and caused an upset beating the skilled pairing of Ramjane/Ard and Ed Nottingham then completed his third singles victory of the day to give Wales a 6-5 lead.
With the Dedans full the final rubber of the day was Doubles : Jones/Watkins (Wales) v Ard/Dawson (Sealand). From 2-2 the latter pair managed to overcome nerves and the handicap difference and with relief won the rubber (6-6)
A draw would undoubtedly have been a fair result, but the Principality Derby historically demands a winner. On countback it was to be a happy Sealand team who retained the trophy, the margin a mere five games.
The match as always was played in the 'right spirit' and a most enjoyable days Real Tennis was had by all. A big 'Thank You' from both team was extended to Nick Jamieson (Oxford Pro) who marked the matches with humour and accuracy. A great effort indeed by Nick who is a proud Welshman.

DD 17.11.25

Results:  Wales 6 … Sealand 6.
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